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Constitution, they forever enshrined these
principles in American law and created a sys-
tem of government based on the Hellenic
belief that the authority to govern derives di-
rectly from the people.

While our democracy has its roots in
Greek thought, the friendship between our
two nations flows from our shared values,
common goals, and mutual respect. This kin-
ship with the Greek people was reflected in
the enthusiasm with which America em-
braced modern Greece’s fight for independ-
ence 179 years ago. Many Americans fought
alongside the Greeks, while stirring speeches
by President James Monroe and Daniel
Webster led the Congress to send funds and
supplies to aid the Greeks in their struggle
for freedom.

Our alliance with Greece has remained
strong. Together we have stood up to the
forces of oppression in conflicts from World
War II to the Persian Gulf, we have joined
as strategic partners in NATO, and we have
worked to build peace, stability, and pros-
perity in the Balkans. Through decades of
challenge and change, our friendship has en-
dured and deepened, and together we have
proved the fundamental truth of the Greek
proverb, ‘‘The passion for freedom never
dies.’’

That passion for freedom has also beck-
oned generations of Greek men and women
to America’s shores, and today we celebrate
and give thanks for the myriad contributions
Greek Americans have made to our national
life. More than a million citizens of Greek
descent live in America today, and their de-
votion to family, faith, community, and coun-
try has enriched our society immeasurably.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim March 25, 2000,
as Greek Independence Day: A National Day
of Celebration of Greek and American De-
mocracy. I call upon all Americans to observe
this day with appropriate ceremonies, activi-
ties, and programs.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fourth day of March,
in the year of our Lord two thousand, and

of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., March 28, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 29. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Memorandum on the Effect of
Imports of Crude Oil on National
Security
March 24, 2000

Memorandum for the Secretary of Commerce

Subject: The Effect of Imports of Crude Oil
on National Security

I have reviewed and approved the findings
of your investigative report titled ‘‘The Effect
on the National Security of Imports of Crude
Oil and Refined Petroleum Products’’ under
section 232 of the Trade Expansion Act, as
amended (19 U.S.C. 1862), that imports of
crude oil threaten to impair the national se-
curity. Further, I accept your recommenda-
tion that trade remedies not be imposed, but
that existing policies to enhance conservation
and limit the dependence on foreign oil be
continued. Indeed, we have already proposed
additional tax credits to promote renewable
and efficient sources of energy, new tax in-
centives to support the domestic petroleum
industry, and further investments in energy-
saving technologies and alternative energy
sources, as this report suggested.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
March 25, 2000

Good morning. As I reach the end of my
terrific week in South Asia and prepare to
return home, I want to talk to you this morn-
ing about the greater challenge we now face
to keep our children safe from the dangers
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of tobacco. Every single day another 3,000
American children smoke their first cigarette.
Most of them will be hooked for life, and
a third of them will die earlier as a result.

That’s why our administration has worked
so hard to highlight the health threat teen
smoking poses and to keep tobacco products
out of the hands of our children. We sup-
ported State and local efforts to stop under-
age smoking before it starts. And we know
these efforts work. Massachusetts has used
education programs to reduce high school
student smoking by 15 percent. Oregon cut
eighth-grader smoking rates by almost a third
in just one year.

Five years ago we asked the Food and
Drug Administration to start a campaign to
slash teen smoking in every State and to treat
nicotine like the dangerous drug it is. The
FDA wrote strong, effective rules to prevent
any child under 18 from buying any tobacco
product anywhere in the United States. The
FDA was also prepared to end tobacco ad-
vertising that is shamelessly aimed at addict-
ing another generation of our young people.

This effort had strong support from public
health leaders in both parties in Congress,
but it collapsed under the pressure of to-
bacco companies and the Republican leader-
ship in Congress while the tobacco industry
challenged the rules in court.

This week, in a setback for the health of
our children, the Supreme Court ruled that
the FDA must have explicit authorization
from Congress before it can regulate to-
bacco. However, all nine Justices made it
perfectly clear that they believe tobacco is
dangerous, especially to young people. The
majority opinion called it, quote, ‘‘perhaps
the most significant threat to health in the
United States.’’

Now, the American people know this.
They’ve known it for a long time. Now the
ball is in Congress’ court. They should show
they also understand the danger to our young
people and give the FDA’s tobacco regula-
tions the force of law.

This is not a partisan issue. It’s a health
issue for our Nation and a life-or-death issue
for children. In 1998 a bipartisan group of
Senators offered legislation that would have
let the FDA’s campaign move forward. It had
the support of 57 Senators from both sides

of the aisle, but the leadership blocked it.
And this week similar bipartisan legislation
was introduced in the House. I urge both
Houses of Congress to pass it promptly.

The Justice Department also has sued the
tobacco manufacturers to recover the cost of
tobacco-related illnesses and to make sure
they’re held accountable for actions that they
take. I ask Congress to support these efforts,
as well, not undermine them, as some have
threatened to do.

I also ask Congress to work with me to
take action to protect the financial security
of tobacco farmers and their communities.
And finally, I challenge the States to do their
part, as well, by dedicating the money they’ve
collected from tobacco settlements to fund
antismoking programs for children and
young people.

Preventing our children from smoking is
our common responsibility. It’s a fight we can
win and one we must win, starting now.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 12:05 p.m.
on March 24 at the Stock Exchange, Mumbia,
India, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on March 25.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on March 24 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast.

Television Address to the People of
Pakistan From Islamabad, Pakistan
March 25, 2000

As-salaam aleikum. It is an honor to be
the first President of the United States to
address all the people of Pakistan, and the
first to visit your country in more than 30
years. I’m here as a great admirer of your
land’s rich history, of its centuries of civiliza-
tion which stretch as long as the Indus River.
I’m here as one whose own Nation has been
greatly enriched by the talents of Americans
of Pakistani descent. But most of all, I am
here as a friend, a grateful friend who values
our long partnership, a concerned friend who
cares deeply about the future course of your
country, a committed friend who will stand
with the people of Pakistan as long as you
seek the stable, prosperous, democratic na-
tion of your founders’ dreams.


